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"N my laft, I trac'd the Origiaal and 
B+ Progreſs of .Exorbitant Power in the 
World, and brought ir down. to the 
Preſent Times; it may- not perhaps ſeem fo 
unneceflary a Search, when you ſhall ſee 
what uſe I.gjay make of it. ——— | 
. 'Lleft this Monſter in the Divided Courts 
of the Auftrian Family, noted in the purſouit 
of the , ſame Deſign, wiz. opprefling their 
Neighbours ; 1 ſhall nut eoter fax ioto the 
Hiftory of what they did, bur ſhall be more 


particular” jn,;j what Europe did to reduce: 


them ————— Te King of Spain extended 
his Branch of :Puwer to the juvading Eng- 
land, the ſetting yp the League in Fraxce, 
and the oppreſhing his SubjeQs in rhe Ne- 
therlands, in which had he ſucceeded, Phi- 


lip 11. had been-Maſter of the whole Mo- 
narcby of Spain, England, Scotland, Ireland 
Holland, Pormgal and France og my 
tans Power would have made fine Hayock, 
indeed, had thoſe Ends been anſwerd—— 
But he failed in them all, and like a ftrong 


- Man, preſuming upon his Strength, he 


ſunk under the Weight, and is now become 
the Contempt of Europe On the 
other Hand, the Emperor fell upon his own 
Subje&s of the Empice, ruin'd the EleQor 
Pal njne, oppreſs'd the whole Circle of the 
Lower Saxony, engroſs'd -the Kingdom of 
Bobemia, and bid fair for extirpating the 
Proteftacc Religion out of the whole Em- 


pire Bur he failed in that Attempt 


too, and in ſhort, found his own Ruine - 
the 
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the too violent Exerciſe of his Exorbitant that Animoſity on both Sides, with ſuch 


Power. 


Letus ſee with the ſame Brevityz how all ; 
this came to paſs 3 Philip II, of Spain, in 


his Attempts to ſupport the Houſe of Gyzſe 
in Fraxce, called then by the Title of the 
Holy League, found a vigorous -Enemy in 
Henry IV. of France, Grandfather of the 
Preſent King, who aſſifted by England, re- 
duc'd the League ſeveral times to the laft 
extremity, and had ruin'd them at the ſe» 
veral _— of Paris, had not the Powerful 
Forces of the Spaniards ſupported them 


but at laft, the Great Duke De Main, figd- ' 


ing that Spain aimed at the real Monarchy 
of France, he and the whole Party gradu- 


ally gave over the War, and ohe by one, 
made their Peace with the King of Navarreg 


Spain loſtall her vaſt expence, a great many 
brave Troops, and was after a long War, 
reduc'd to a Neceſſity of ſeeing France: E- 
Rabliſh'd in the hand of her Enemy at the 
Peacz of Vervins. 

His Invaſion of England, 1 need make 
no M-ntion -of ; how his Fleet miſcarry'd 
it 1682; how the Expence of it broke him 
as to Wealth, coſting him, as Hiftory in- 
ſorms us, in Ships, Pcoviſions, Artillery, 
Arms, Magazines and Treaſure, ſent for 
carrying on the Expedition abuve 4o Milli- 
ons of Pieces of Eizht, and ſo reduc'd his 
Naval Power, as that-he never became 
formidable at S-a more. 

His other Attempt, was upon his own 
Subjefs the :Hlemings, whom he not ovly 
ſought to Opprels in the higheſt Degree, 
under the Cruelty and Tycanny of the 
Duke DP Alva,who impoſed the 10th Penny, 
and who boaſted of putting 18000 of the 
People to Death by the hand of the Hang- 
Mman————Byt brought the Inquiſition in- 
to that Country, where it had never before 
zot any footing, and ſet to work by Vio- 
lence, co extirpate tbe Proteſtant Religion 
out of thofe Provinces , The Flemings, 
driven one Part by the Oppreſſion of their 
Liberty, another Part of their Property ; 
and a third, 1þo' perbaps the leaſt of abate 
Religion, took Arms under the tamous 
William 1. the then Prince of Orange, 
and Founder of the Preſent Dutch Great- 
neſS=— Theſe Arms wee purſy'd with 


Power the Spaniards puſh'd his Tyrannical 
Oppoſition, with ſuch Obftinacy the Sula 


jeas defended jtheir. new affum'd Liberty, 


that this War continu'd 4o Year 3 the 
King of Spain himſelf declar'd, it coſt bim 
358 Millions of Money ; the loſs of Bloud 
may be gueſs'd at, ſince by a Jorrnal I hay 
by me -of the S-jge of Oftend, that 

Town cbft the Spaniard near 70000 Men, 
befides the loſs within the Town ——- And 
what was the End, but as ir i: like co 


be now, the Cundemnation of Zx»rbitant 


Power ? The Dutch broke quite off, and 
the Spaniard was obliged to acknowledge 
them a Free-State, and the reft of the Fle- 
mings, who remgined jn their Duty, ca:'d 
now the Spaniſh Netherlands "obtain'd- a 
Coufirmation af xheir Privileges; Banilt® 
ment of Foreign Troops, total Expullion 
of the Inquiſition, ad that no Taxes 


. ſhould be raiſed, but by the Conſent and 


Grant of the States of the Country, 
If all theſe Attempts ruin'd Spain; 2nd 
weaken'd them to that-Degree wen, w tind 


them in, it-is not to be wohdet2d, for the 


proteQiag this Fury call'd Exomditanc Pow 
er has ruin'd every Nation, that in theſe 
latter Ages have attempted it, and will 


continue to do ſo to the End of the World, 


while the Powers of Furope have their 
Eyes open to Liberty and their own In- 
terefts ns 

Ard now we come to the Empire, the 
other Branch of Anſtrjan Greatneſs 
The Proteſtants of Bohemia fly to 0 
Fames I. but he, guided. by other” Connc 
than thoſe of his own Intereft, and Euro 
Peace, abandun'd himſelf and the Prote- 
Rant Cauſe, 'and' gave the greateſt Blow 
to the Proteſtant Intereft' at that time (in 
the World, that any Popiſh Power tould: 
have done by attacking it ——— Bobemis 


fell into the mercileſs Hands of the Auſtrian ; 
the Proteftants of the Lower Saxony were. 


ruin'd, the BleQors of ' Szxony and Bray- 


denburgh frighted, the Dikes'of * Pomeren 
De voſed, the Princes'of the Houſe of Mec*- 
tlenburgh cruſh'd, -and Viftorionz Count 


Tilly aas ravaging the Proteſtant Country, 
to make the ſeveral” Princes renounce the 
Concluſtons of Leipfick. | == $a 
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. .lo this Difice, the Great Gu//auvny 4 
821pbus Lands at, Srraelſundt, . byt witt 
12000 M=n, falls into Germany, takes Stetip 
and all Pomerania, marches through Bran- 
| denburgb, whoſe EleQor at firft play'd Faft 
and Looſe with him, joyns the Nuke of 
Sax01y, and overthrows the whole Imperial 
Army, under old General 7ily; at the great 
Battle of Leipfick, where Tilly had the b<ft 
Army perhaps that ever was beateq in [the 
World, being all old Regiments, beaten 
to the Wir, fl:\h'd with Victory, andjufi 
come from the terrible Si-ge and Sack of 
the City of Magdenburgh. 

' From this Vitory, the Swede overrun 
two third Parts of Germany, and in . leſs 
than a Year and thrce Quarters, extended 
hj> Conqueft- over' the Bb, ihe Oder, the 
Rhine, and the Dizntbe =—W here-ever 
he came, Exorvbitant Power fled like a Par- 
sbian betore a Roman— Always flying,. tho' 
always fighting— Here Liberty re- 
viv'd, and this War held on to the Fa- 
mous Treaty of Munſter, viz..1632, to 
3648. when Exorbitant, Power was..caſt 


out of the Empire, like the Devil our. Sa- 


viour caſt out of the Man's Son in the Goſ- 
pel, which chrew him down and rent him 
at partivg. . | | 
And now wiſe: Men thought. this Beaſt 
was gune out of the Country; Turks agd 
Tartars, Perſians, Chineſes, and ſach Peo+ 
ple might harbour her, and do what they 
_ pleaſed toone another ; no Body concern'd 
themſelves'much about. it, any farther than 
as they, gave any umbrage to theſe Parts of 
the World, and threatned the Peace of 
Europe; when of a ſuddain, ſhe began to 
ſhow her Griſl-y Face again in France. 
France had ſuffer'd ſo many Convullions 
for 4 great many Ages before the Days of 
Henry IV. that no Part of the World 'was 
more unlikely to entertain this Fugitive 
—- The Civil Wars with the Proteftants, 
nnder four R*igns, had Defolated many 
Parts of the Kingdom z the Holy League 
had: tet in the Sparizrd, and\ the King: of 
Naverre had craved Aid from England and 
Holland, and the whole Kingdom had heen 
ravag'd with Foreign Troops, that when 
Hehry IV. obt-in'd his Crown, the Princes 
of Lorrain who formed the League, ſeem'd 


to comply not as beaten, or as weary ef 
ſheir Cauſe, but as ſeeing no End of the 
War, ard tyred with the Deſolation of their 
Country. k : 

Hen, IV. Dying by Afaſſination, and 
with him the firſt Great Thoughts of Ex- 


orbitant Greatneſs ; His Son an Infant, and 


at..beft; a weak and inficm Prince, utcerly 
uncapable of teing any Terrour to his 
Neighygours, had all his R-ign caken upt 
with Couri-FaQions and Party-Strife, be- 
tween the Queen Mother, and the Princ2s 
of- the Blood z Ktherine De Medicis ave 
the Cardinal employ'd the whole Politicks 
of tbat Cuuntry, tho' the Cardinal by his 
exquitite ConduQt, laid much of the Na- 
tioaal Occonomy, Upon which the Manage- 
ment of France has ever fince proceeded. 
Some little Aqquiſitions this Prince made 
io Jrdly, and particularly the wheedling 
Pignerol out of the hands of the Duke of 
Sgvoy, which he rendred a moft impreg- 
nable Fortreſs, and called it the Key of 
Italy: Bot. bis maio- Conqueſt was that of 
the Prateftants, whoſe Power be effc Qually 
broke jn the ReduQion of the Rochellers — - 
A Conqueſt, owing to the wretched Ma- 
nagement of Engliſhand Dutch Proteftants, 
who to the Shame of. thoſe Days, be it 
ſpoken, lent. their Ships to defiroy their 
Brethren: Of- which hereafter. 
. When the Preſent King of France came tor 
the Crownz; the very ſame Scene began to 


- be ated over again ; the King was left an 


Infant, but juft out of his Cradle, Mary de 
Medic ated exaftly her Predecefſor 
Kasbergne, and Mazarine poſſeſs'd the chief 
Miniſtry, as Ricblicu had done before him, 
with this Difference, that now they nad a 
Maſculine, Vigorous, Fiery Prince to ſerve, 
who quickly made. himſelf known te be 
their Mafter, and ſhew'd them their Bufi- 
neſs was to Obey, not to Inftrutt him how. 
to Command. 

- Yet all this while, Europe ſaw no Danger 
of French Pawer growing Exorbitant, nor - 
bad England afed ber -Part, bad it been 
ever ſcm — But drowned in Luxury, ſe- 
cure aod ſopine, England fell in with all 
her Meaſures ; our Court was ated by 
French influence 3 our Prince ſlept in the 
Arms of Frexcb Strumpets 3 was doz'd #ith . 
; th. 


